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Shavua tov. I am Rabbi Sharon Brous, and I lead a Jewish community in the United States called

IKAR.

For 12 weeks, the whole world has watched as hundreds of thousands of you—our Israeli

family—have taken to the streets to cry out against this government and their attempted

judicial coup. We see you fighting for democracy. For equality. For justice. Your voices are being

heard not only here in Israel, but in the United States. In Europe. Around the world.

I came to Israel to say to you tonight: We are with you.

The actions of this government make a mockery of Torah and our Jewish history of struggle and

striving. Their designs are extremist: racist, fundamentalist, supremacist. And they are

anathema to our Jewish and democratic values.

But we do not despair… because you are here, week after week, lifting your voices. These

protests are not only political expressions, they are acts of spiritual resistance. You are our

hope, and we stand together with you.



Soon, we’ll sit around seder tables and retell the story of our people, liberated from Egypt after

hundreds of years of brutal enslavement. The central task of this newly freed people was to

build a new society in the Promised Land, a counter testimony to the cruelty and violence the

people had suffered. This would be a society rooted in equal justice and the rule of law—the

two best protections from future tyrants the likes of Pharaoh.

That work began millennia ago, and is not yet done. We will never be redeemed until we build

that just society. We simply cannot be “a free people in our land” if we have not built a truly just

society.

The Prophet Micah taught that we are called to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with

God.

Unfortunately, some of our people have forgotten this sacred call, and instead call themselves

“religious” while sounding a different call: to violence, revenge, and intolerance.

Some commit violent attacks on our Palestinian neighbors, and then break to daven maariv… a

desecration of God’s name and an assault on our history.

And some now use the law to upend the rule of law.

But you are showing us that there is another way.

I believe that we are called to fight tyrants with whatever strength we have—like Shifra and

Puah, Miriam, Yochevet and Batya.

…To affirm, as our tradition teaches, that every single person is created in God’s own image.

… To hold the great dream, born of our history of anguish and agony, of yearning and praying

and promising—a dream enshrined in the Declaration of the Establishment of the State and not

yet achieved—to build a Jewish nation based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by the

prophets of Israel, a state ensuring complete equality of social and political rights to all its

inhabitants.

I believe that we who emerged from the depths of Mitzrayim will emerge from this metzar-- this

narrow place-- too…



Something is being born on the streets today. We are witnessing a shift in the public

consciousness. The spirit of this nation is rising!

We who have been sustained by great dreams will never give up on this dream: Israel can and

must be a society rooted in democracy, justice and equality for all.


