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Isaac: Bound and Unbound | Parshat Toldot 5785 | Rabbi Panitz

Genesis 22:16-18
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[The messenger of God] said to Avraham,
“Because you have done this and have not
withheld your son, your favored one, I will
bless you and make your descendants as
numerous as the stars of heaven and the
sands on the seashore; and your descendants
shall seize the gates of their foes. All the
nations of the earth shall bless themselves by
your descendants, because you have obeyed
My command.”

Genesis 26:2-5
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God appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to
Egypt; stay in the land which I point out to you.
Reside in this land, and I will be with you and bless
you; I will assign all these lands to you and to your
descendants, fulfilling the oath that I swore to your
father Abraham. I will make your descendants as
numerous as the stars of heaven, and assign to your
descendants all these lands, so that all the nations
of the earth shall bless themselves by your
descendants— because Abraham obeyed My
command and kept My charge: My
commandments, My laws, and My teachings.”

Bereshit Rabbah 56:8
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When Isaac was old and his eyes were too dim to see...

P
(Gen. 27:1)

Immediately, “Abraham extended his hand.” As he extended his hand to take the knife, his eyes were
emitting tears and the tears were falling into Isaac’s eyes [presumably causing the dimness in Isaac's

eyes|.
Genesis 22:7 Genesis 27:18
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Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!”
And he said, “I'm here, my son.” And he said, “Here
are the firestone and the wood; but where is the
sheep for the burnt offering?”
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He went to his father and said, “My father.”
And he said, “I'm here, who are you, my
son?”
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Midrash Tanchuma, Toldot 13:1
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And Isaac trembled very exceedingly (Gen. 27:33). R. Levi said in the name of R. Hama the son of
Hanina: Isaac was terrified twice, once when he was bound upon the altar, and again when Esau
entered. There is no way of knowing which event frightened him more, but since the word exceedingly
is mentioned in this verse, you may presume that this was the more terrifying experience.

Genesis 25:11
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After the death of Abraham, God blessed his son Isaac. And Isaac settled near Beer-lahai-roi.

Bereshit Rabbah 61:6
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Abraham said: ‘If I bless Isaac, my son Ishmael and Ketura’s sons will want to be included. If I do not
bless Ishmael’s sons and Ketura’s sons, how can I bless Isaac?’ He then said: ‘T am flesh and blood, here
today, in the grave tomorrow. I have already done my part; from here on, what the Holy One wishes to
do in His world, let Him do.” When Abraham died, the Holy One revealed himself to Isaac and blessed
him. That is what is written: “It was after the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son...” (Genesis
25:11).

Genesis 22:13 Genesis 27:38
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When Abraham lifted his eyes, he saw a ram, And Esau said to his father, “Have you but one
caught in the thicket by its horns. So Abraham blessing, Father? Bless me too, Father!” And Esau
went and took the ram and offered itup as a lifted his voice and wept.

burnt offering in place of his son.
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