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The Folly of Those Dark Fantasies -- Korah 5785

1 Numbers 16:1-4

1272 NNt Y M Nt () (1) Now Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi, took
N2 NYOT|A [IXI NN 2 DANE DT himself, along with Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab, and On
D'YINI NN 197 M (A):]akn son of Peleth—descendants of Reuben —(2) to rise up
NTY 'NiW1 D'NRAED'YAN INOW an against Moses, together with two hundred and fifty
701 (A):0W~'WIXR Tvin X Israelites, chieftains of the community, chosen in the
“DN7X NpRi DRV NwnTy  assembly, men of repute.(3) They combined against Moses
DY TP 092 NTYN7P 9'D)721 and Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! For all
0P~ INWIND v ' ninat - the community are holy, all of them, and ' is in their midst.
11977y 79 nwin ypw (T):'n Why then do you raise yourselves above 'n’s
congregation?”(4) When Moses heard this, he fell on his
face.

2 Numbers 16:13

(13) Is it not enough that you brought us from a land
flowing with milk and honey to have us die in the
wilderness, that you would also lord it over us?

WATHL7ZN NAT YOXD 1N79D 1D vynn ()
7Y NNWYNTD 12T NNMNY
DINYNTDA

3 Leviticus 19:2

(2) Speak to the whole Israelite community and
say to them: You shall be holy, for I, your God 'n,
am holy.

DRIZX PODKREINIW 2 NIy~ ik 12T (3)
‘DD'NIN N N WITR D PRN DT

4 Exodus 19:6
(NN WITR it D> NRn Y rpn 0Nl (1 (6) but you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a
MNXIW AR TN WX DNATN holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak
to the children of Israel.”

5 Midrash Tehillim 1:13
2V Y¥I7Nn n'nw N Nt 0'¥7 awinal...  ...And in the company of the scorners, [there was] Korah,
70pn D 01D nwy nn PR i nwn - who mocked Moses and Aaron. What did he do? He
NX N DY 701 (0 To DY) 1Kaw - assembled the entire congregation, as it is said (ibid.
[N7 MIRINNX7 MI7'NNn .nTun 7> 16:19), "And Korah gathered against them the entire
MY NNV MDY AN NNR NINYX - congregation.”" He began to speak disparagingly and said
NNXA .DNX DTV A7 nnqEnmim: nnya - to them, "There was once a widow in my neighborhood
X7 (*2> 0MaT) nwn a7 MR wnnY?  with two orphaned daughters and she had one field.
JTntamniivawnnn - When she came to plow, Moses said to her (Deuteronomy
22:10), 'You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey
(0r V' K1) NwN N7 MR YNT? NN together!!
ONRD VTN NI TV
When she came to sow, Moses said to her (Leviticus
N7 R Ay nIwyxp? nanka 19:19), 'Your field shall not be sown with two different
X9 NNOW U7 'NN kinds of seed.'
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6 Numbers 16:31-33

NZXN DDATNT7 NN AT7 %220 (K7)
NNONI (27):0pNN WX NATXD Ypani
NXIDQ'DATNREDNX V72N DO NN YIRD
(27):¢20773 NI NP7 WK DIRN D
02N NZRY D'N DY W71 DR T

When she came to reap and make a pile [of sheaves],
Moses said to her (Deut 24:19), 'You shall leave [ stalks]
for the poor and the stranger."'

When she came to make a threshing floor, he said to her,
'You shall give tithes and terumah, tithes, first tithe, and
second tithe.'

The righteous woman accepted [the ruling] and complied.
What did she do? She sold the field and bought two lambs
to clothe herself with their fleece and to enjoy their fruits.

When Aaron's firstborn son was born, he came to her and
said, 'Give me the firstborns, as the Holy Blessed One said
to me (Deuteronomy 15:19), "Every firstborn that is born
in your cattle and your flock, the male [belongs to] Him."'
The righteous woman accepted [the ruling] and complied.

When it came time to shear them, he said to her, 'Give me
the foreleg, cheeks, and stomach.' She said to him, 'Even
though | slaughtered them, | did not escape from your
hand... He took [the portions] and went on his way.

She left weeping, as did her two daughters. Such is the
way of these [men], who taunt [others] and hang [their
claims] on the Holy Blessed One. [They have done] so
much [harm], yet they still continue [to provoke] the Holy
Blessed One.

(31) Scarcely had he finished speaking all these words
when the ground under them burst asunder,(32) and
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up
with their households, all Korah’s people and all their
possessions.(33) They went down alive into Sheol, with

‘7D 2NN TN YIRD DY

7 Numbers 14:29-33
02729 179! NTH 12TNA (VD)
DTWY [AN D190N7737 D' T79 7!
(7):"2y DnI'70 WK N7YN1L MY
IINWI WK YORDTIX IKAD DDXTDN
272°DN P NA DRNIX [PY7 T NN
N DRV (K7):072 YYin'l N9 7|2
T DNR NN TA7 0NNk
(27):02 DNOXN WK YIRNNIX
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all that belonged to them; the earth closed over them
and they vanished from the midst of the congregation.

(29) In this very wilderness shall your carcasses drop. Of all
of you [men] who were recorded in your various lists from
the age of twenty years up, you who have muttered against
Me,(30) not one shall enter the land in which | swore to
settle you—save Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of
Nun.(31) Your children who, you said, would be carried
off—these will | allow to enter; they shall know the land
that you have rejected.(32) But your carcasses shall drop in
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8 Exodus 2:13-14
DAY DWINTIY MDY DI Ry (3)
KT (T):92 NN NP V7 pRi DY)
"I0N70 7YY 09U W U Y N
N2''LIYND TR DN WK IR NN
ATD VT PR IARITNYN

9 Rashi on Exodus 2:13:1

this wilderness,(33) while your children roam the
wilderness for forty years, suffering for your faithlessness,
until the last of your carcasses is down in the wilderness.

(13) When he went out the next day, he found two
Hebrews fighting; so he said to the offender, “Why do
you strike your fellow?”(14) He retorted, “Who made
you chief and ruler over us? Do you mean to kill me as
you killed the Egyptian?” Moses was frightened, and
thought: Then the matter is known!

D"y 0'wax 1w TWO MEN OF THE HEBREWS — viz., Dathan and

DI'2ANI [NT .DM2Y D'YIX Y

10 Exodus 15:4

D2 N 'NENYIS NAIN
1910701 VAL 1'Y?Y pANd

11 Numbers 27:1-5
Y7712 190712 TN97Y Nixa NN (K)
Q0i 12 NYIN NhownN? n¥in~ja 1pnTia
N7t NZant NYi nZnn IMia ning nyxi
YR 971 NWh 197 MaThynt (2):nxanI
NNY NTYN~701 DXWIN 1971 N5
NIN1™2TNA NTRAKR (1) nKY TVinT7nK
N7 DITYIN DTV QiNA NTRY
MDTR7 DA NN IXONATD NP NTYA
 IMN9YN Jinn’'nax-ow yaa' nn? (7):i7
(N): AN DK QA DTN NZ"MIN 2 {7 'K
{9} I'n 1197 JVoYN NN NYh AP

Abiram (Nedarim 64b)...

Pharaoh’s chariots and his army God has cast into the sea; And
the pick of his officers are drowned in the Sea of Reeds.

(1) The daughters of Zelophehad, of Manassite
family—son of Hepher son of Gilead son of Machir son
of Manasseh son of Joseph—came forward. The names
of the daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Tirzah.(2) They stood before Moses, Eleazar the
priest, the chieftains, and the whole assembly, at the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and they said,(3) “Our
father died in the wilderness. He was not one of the
faction, Korah’s faction, which banded together against
'n, but died for his own sin; and he has left no sons.(4)
Let not our father’s name be lost to his clan just because
he had no son! Give us a holding among our father’s
kinsmen!”(5) Moses brought their case before 'n.

Amos Oz, from Dear Zealots and How to Cure a Fanatic

As the questions grow harder and more complicated, people yearn for simpler answers, one-sentence answers,
answers that point unhesitatingly to a culprit who can be blamed for all our suffering, answers that promise that if
we only eradicate the villains, all our troubles will vanish.

...Contending with fanaticism does not mean destroying all fanatics, but instead cautiously handling the little
fanatic who hides... inside each of our souls. It means ridiculing... our own convictions... being curious, and trying...
to peek... at the reality viewed from that window.

...I'm not preaching complete moral relativism, certainly not. I'm trying to enhance our ability to imagine each
other... On the most everyday level, to just imagine each other.
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