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The Folly of Those Dark Fantasies -- Korah 5785

1  Numbers 16:1-4

 יִ֑וֵל־ןֶּב תָ֖הְק־ןֶּב רָ֥הְצִי־ןֶּב חַרֹ֔ק חַּ֣קִּיַו) א(
 יֵ֥נְּב תֶלֶּ֖פ־ןֶּב ןֹו֥אְו בָ֛יאִלֱא יֵ֧נְּב םָ֜ירִבֲאַו ןָ֨תָדְו
 יםִׁ֥שָנֲאַו הֶׁ֔שֹמ יֵ֣נְפִלּ֙ מוֻ֙קָּיַו) ב׃(ןֵֽבּאוְר
 הָ֛דֵע יֵ֥יאִׂשְנ םִיָ֑אתָמּו יםִּׁ֣שִמֲח לֵ֖אָרְׂשִי־יֵֽנְּבִמ
ּ ו֞לֲהָּקִּֽיַו) ג׃(םֵֽׁש־יֵׁשְנַא דֵ֖עֹמו יֵ֥אִרְק
֮ םֶהֵלֲאּ ו֣רְאמֹּיַו ןֹ֗רֲהַא־לַֽעְו הֶׁ֣שֹמ־לַע
 יםִׁ֔שֹדְק םָּ֣לֻּכ֙ הָדֵעָֽה־לׇכ יִּ֤כ֒ םֶכָל־בַר
 לַ֥הְק־לַעּ ו֖אְּׂשַנְתִּֽתַ עּוּ֥דַמּו' ה םָ֖כֹתוְבּו

׃יוָֽנָּפ־לַע לֹּ֖פִּיַו הֶׁ֔שֹמ עַ֣מְׁשִּיַו) ד'׃(ה

(1) Now Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi, took 
himself, along with Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab, and On 
son of Peleth—descendants of Reuben —(2) to rise up 
against Moses, together with two hundred and fifty 
Israelites, chieftains of the community, chosen in the 
assembly, men of repute.(3) They combined against Moses 
and Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! For all 
the community are holy, all of them, and 'ה is in their midst. 
Why then do you raise yourselves above 'ה’s 
congregation?”(4) When Moses heard this, he fell on his 
face.

2   Numbers 16:13

ׁ שַ֔בְדּו֙ בָלָח תַ֤בָז ץֶרֶ֨אֵמּ֙ נוָ֙יתִלֱעֶֽה יִּ֤כ טַ֗עְמַה) יג(
ּ ינוֵ֖לָע רֵ֥רָּתְׂשִת־יִּֽכ רָּ֑בְדִּמַּבּ נוֵ֖יתִמֲהַל
׃רֵֽרָּתְׂשִה־םַּג

(13) Is it not enough that you brought us from a land 
flowing with milk and honey to have us die in the 
wilderness, that you would also lord it over us?

3   Leviticus 19:2

 םֶ֖הֵלֲאָּ֥ תְרַמָאְו לֵ֛אָרְׂשִי־יֵנְּב תַ֧דֲע־לכּ־לֶא רֵּ֞בַּד) ב(
׃םֶֽיכֵהֹלֱא' ה יִ֖נֲאׁ שֹו֔דָק יִּ֣כּ ו֑יְהִּת יםִׁ֣שֹדְק

(2) Speak to the whole Israelite community and 
say to them: You shall be holy, for I, your God 'ה, 
am holy.

4   Exodus 19:6
(  הֶּלֵ֚אׁ שֹו֑דָק יֹו֣גְו יםִ֖נֲהֹּכ תֶכֶ֥לְמַמ יִ֛לּ־יוְהִּת םֶּ֧תַאְו) ו

׃לֵֽאָרְׂשִי יֵ֥נְּב־לֶא רֵּ֖בַדְּת רֶׁ֥שֲא יםִ֔רָבְּדַה
(6) but you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak 
to the children of Israel.”

5   Midrash Tehillim 1:13
 על מתלוצץ שהיה קרח זה לצים ובמושב...

 הקהל כל כינס עשה מה. אהרן ועל משה
 את קרח עליהם ויקהל) יט טז שם (שנאמר

 להן ואומר ליצנות לומר התחיל .העדה כל
 שתי ועמה בשכונתי היתה אחת אלמנה
 באתה. אחת שדה לה והיתה יתומות נערות
 לא) י כב דברים (משה לה אמר לחרוש
.יחדו וחמור בשור תחרוש

) יט יט ויקרא (משה לה אמר לזרוע באתה
.כלאים תזרע לא שדך

 לה אמר ערימה ולעשות לקצור באתה
.ופאה שכחה לקט הניחי

...And in the company of the scorners, [there was] Korah, 
who mocked Moses and Aaron. What did he do? He 
assembled the entire congregation, as it is said (ibid. 
16:19), "And Korah gathered against them the entire 
congregation." He began to speak disparagingly and said 
to them, "There was once a widow in my neighborhood 
with two orphaned daughters and she had one field. 
When she came to plow, Moses said to her (Deuteronomy 
22:10), 'You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey 
together.'

When she came to sow, Moses said to her (Leviticus 
19:19), 'Your field shall not be sown with two different 
kinds of seed.'
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 תרומה תני לה אמר גורן לעשות באתה
.שני ומעשר ראשון ומעשר מעשר ותרומת

 מה. לו ונתנה הדין את עליה הצדיקה
 כבשות שני ולקחה השדה את מכרה עשתה
.מפירותיהן וליהנות מגזותיהן ללבוש

 את לי תני לה ואמר אהרן בא שילדו כיון
 טו דברים (ה"הקב לי אמר שכך הבכורות

 ובצאנך בבקרך יולד אשר הבכור כל) יט
.לו ונתנה הדין את עליה הצדיקה. הזכר

 לי תני לה אמר אותן וגזזה גיזה זמן הגיע
) ד יח שם (ה"הקב לי אמר שכן הגז ראשית
 כח לי אין אמרה. לו תתן צאנך גז וראשית
 אותן שוחט אני הרי הזה באיש לעמוד

 הזרוע לי תני לה אמר ששחטן כיון. ואוכלתן
 ששחטתי אפילו לו אמרה. והקיבה והלחיים

.לו והלך נטלה... מידו נצלתי לא אותן

 כדין אריך.בנותיה ושתי היא בוכה הניחה
 ותולין עושים הם כ"כ. עלובתא ביזתא הא

.ה"בהקב

When she came to reap and make a pile [of sheaves], 
Moses said to her (Deut 24:19), 'You shall leave [ stalks] 
for the poor and the stranger.'

When she came to make a threshing floor, he said to her, 
'You shall give tithes and terumah, tithes, first tithe, and 
second tithe.'

The righteous woman accepted [the ruling] and complied. 
What did she do? She sold the field and bought two lambs 
to clothe herself with their fleece and to enjoy their fruits.

When Aaron's firstborn son was born, he came to her and 
said, 'Give me the firstborns, as the Holy Blessed One said 
to me (Deuteronomy 15:19), "Every firstborn that is born 
in your cattle and your flock, the male [belongs to] Him."' 
The righteous woman accepted [the ruling] and complied.

When it came time to shear them, he said to her, 'Give me 
the foreleg, cheeks, and stomach.' She said to him, 'Even 
though I slaughtered them, I did not escape from your 
hand... He took [the portions] and went on his way.

She left weeping, as did her two daughters. Such is the 
way of these [men], who taunt [others] and hang [their 
claims] on the Holy Blessed One. [They have done] so 
much [harm], yet they still continue [to provoke] the Holy 
Blessed One.

6   Numbers 16:31-33
 הֶּלֵ֑אָה יםִ֖רָבְּדַה־לכּ תֵ֥א רֵּ֕בַדְלֹ ו֔תֹּלַכְּכ֙ יִהְיַֽו) לא(
 חַּ֤תְפִּתַו) לב׃(םֶֽיהֵּתְח רֶׁ֥שֲא הָ֖מָדֲאָה עַ֥קָּבִּתַו

 תֵ֤אְו םֶ֑יהֵּתָּב־תֶאְו םָ֖תֹא עַ֥לְבִּתַוָ יהִּ֔פ־תֶא֙ ץֶרָ֙אָה
) לגׁ׃(שּוֽכְרָה־לכּ תֵ֖אְו חַרֹ֔קְל רֶׁ֣שֲא֙ םָדָאָה־לכּ
 סַ֤כְּתַו הָלֹ֑אְׁש יםִּ֖יַח םֶ֛הָל רֶׁ֥שֲא־לכְּו םֵ֣הּ ו֜דְרֵּ֨יַו

׃לָֽהָּקַהְ ךֹוּ֥תִמּ ו֖דְאבֹּיַו ץֶרָ֔אָה֙ םֶיהֵלֲע

(31) Scarcely had he finished speaking all these words 
when the ground under them burst asunder,(32) and 
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up 
with their households, all Korah’s people and all their 
possessions.(33) They went down alive into Sheol, with 
all that belonged to them; the earth closed over them 
and they vanished from the midst of the congregation.

7   Numbers 14:29-33
 םֶ֜יכֵרְגִפּ ו֨לְּפִי הֶּ֠זַ֠ה רָּ֣בְדִּמַּב) כט(
 יםִ֥רְׂשֶע ןֶּ֛בִמ םֶ֔כְרַּפְסִמ־לׇכְל֙ םֶיכֵדֻקְּפ־לׇכְו

) ל׃(יָֽלָע םֶ֖תֹינִֽלֲה רֶׁ֥שֲא הָלְעָ֑מָו הָ֖נָׁש
֙ יִאתָׂ֙שָנ רֶׁ֤שֲא ץֶרָ֔אָה־לֶאּ אוֹ֣בָּת֙ םֶּתַא־םִא
 בֵ֣לָּכ־םִא יִּ֚כּ הָּ֑ב םֶ֖כְתֶא ןֵּ֥כַׁשְל יִ֔דָי־תֶא
 רֶׁ֥שֲא םֶ֔כְּפַ֨טְו) לא׃(ןּוֽנ־ןִּבַ עֻׁ֖שֹיהוִו הֶּ֔נֻפְי־ןֶּב
ּ֙ עוְדָֽיְו םָ֔תֹא יִ֣יאתֵבֵהְו הֶ֑יְהִי זַ֣בָל םֶּ֖תְרַמֲא
) לבּ׃(הָּֽב םֶּ֖תְסַאְמ רֶׁ֥שֲא ץֶרָ֔אָה־תֶא

(29) In this very wilderness shall your carcasses drop. Of all 
of you [men] who were recorded in your various lists from 
the age of twenty years up, you who have muttered against 
Me,(30) not one shall enter the land in which I swore to 
settle you—save Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of 
Nun.(31) Your children who, you said, would be carried 
off—these will I allow to enter; they shall know the land 
that you have rejected.(32) But your carcasses shall drop in 
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) לג׃(הֶּֽזַה רָּ֥בְדִּמַּבּ ו֖לְּפִי םֶּ֑תַא םֶ֖יכֵרְגִפּו
 הָ֔נָׁש יםִ֣עָּבְרַא֙ רָּבְדִּמַּב יםִ֤עֹרּ ו֨יְהִי םֶ֠יכֵנְבּ֠ו
 םֶ֖יכֵרְגִּפ םֹּ֥ת־דַע םֶ֑יכֵתּנוְז־תֶאּ ו֖אְׂשָנְו

׃רָּֽבְדִּמַּב

this wilderness,(33) while your children roam the 
wilderness for forty years, suffering for your faithlessness, 
until the last of your carcasses is down in the wilderness.

8   Exodus 2:13-14
 יםִ֖רְבִע יםִׁ֥שָנֲא־יֵֽנְׁש הֵּ֛נִהְו יִ֔נֵּׁשַה םֹוּ֣יַּב֙ אֵצֵּיַו) יג(
 רֶאמֹּ֠יַ֠ו) ידָ׃(ךֶֽעֵר הֶּ֖כַת הָּמָ֥ל עָׁ֔שָרָֽל֙ רֶאמֹּ֙יַו יםִּ֑צִנ
֙ יִנֵ֙גְרׇהְלַהּ ינוֵ֔לָע֙ טֵפֹׁשְו רַׂ֤שׁ ישִ֨אְלָ֞ ךְמָֽׂש יִ֣מ
 אָ֤ירִּיַו יִ֑רְצִּמַה־תֶאָּ תְגַ֖רָה רֶׁ֥שֲאַּכ רֵ֔מֹא הָּ֣תַא
׃רָֽבָּדַה עַ֥דֹנו ןֵ֖כָא רַ֔אמֹּיַו֙ הֶׁשֹמ

(13) When he went out the next day, he found two 
Hebrews fighting; so he said to the offender, “Why do 
you strike your fellow?”(14) He retorted, “Who made 
you chief and ruler over us? Do you mean to kill me as 
you killed the Egyptian?” Moses was frightened, and 
thought: Then the matter is known!

9   Rashi on Exodus 2:13:1

עברים אנשים שני םָירִבֲאַו ןָתָּד .עברים אנשים שני  TWO MEN OF THE HEBREWS — viz., Dathan and 
Abiram (Nedarim 64b)...

10 Exodus 15:4

מַרְכְּבֹ֥ת פַּרְעֹ֛ה וְחֵיל֖וֹ יָרָ֣ה בַיָּ֑ם 
וּמִבְחַ֥ר שָֽׁלִשָׁ֖יו טֻבְּע֥וּ בְיַם־סֽוּף׃

Pharaoh’s chariots and his army God has cast into the sea; And 
the pick of his officers are drowned in the Sea of Reeds. 

11   Numbers 27:1-5
֙ דָעְלִּג־ןֶּב רֶפֵ֤ח־ןֶּב דָ֗חְלפְצ תֹו֣נְּב הָנְבַ֜רְקִּתַו) א(
 ףֵ֑סֹיו־ןֶב הֶּׁ֣שַנְמ תֹ֖חְּפְׁשִמְל הֶּׁ֔שַנְמ־ןֶּב ירִ֣כָמ־ןֶּב
 הָּ֖כְלִמּו הָ֥לְחגְו הָ֔עֹנ הָ֣לְחַמ יוָ֔תֹנְּב תֹו֣מְׁש֙ הֶּלֵ֙אְו
 רָ֣זָעְלֶא֙ יֵנְפִלְו הֶׁ֗שֹמ יֵ֣נְפִל הָנְדֹ֜מֲעַּתַֽו) ב׃(הָֽצְרִתְו

 חַתֶּ֥פ הָ֑דֵעָה־כלְו םִ֖יאִׂשְּנַה יֵ֥נְפִלְו ןֵ֔הֹּכַה
 אּו֨הְו֒ רָּבְדִּמַּב תֵ֣מּ֮ ינוִ֘בָא) ג׃(רֹֽאמֵל דֵ֖עֹמו־לֶהֹֽא
' ה־לַע יםִ֛דָעֹוּנַה הָ֗דֵעָהְ ךֹו֣תְּב הָ֜יָה־אֹל
ּ יוָ֥ה־אֹל יםִ֖נָבּו תֵ֔מֹ ו֣אְטֶחְב־יִּֽכ חַרֹ֑ק־תַדֲעַּב
 יִּ֛כֹ וּ֔תְחַּפְׁשִמְ ךֹוּ֣תִמּ֙ ינוִ֙בָא־םֵׁש עַ֤רָּגִי הָּמָ֣ל) דֹ׃(וֽל
) הּ׃(ינוִֽבָא יֵ֥חֲאְ ךֹו֖תְּב הָּ֔זֻחֲאּ נוָּ֣ל־הָנְּת ןֵּ֑בֹ ו֖ל יןֵ֥א
}פ'׃ {ה יֵ֥נְפִל ןָ֖טָּפְׁשִמ־תֶא הֶׁ֛שֹמ בֵ֥רְקַּיַו

(1) The daughters of Zelophehad, of Manassite 
family—son of Hepher son of Gilead son of Machir son 
of Manasseh son of Joseph—came forward. The names 
of the daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, 
and Tirzah.(2) They stood before Moses, Eleazar the 
priest, the chieftains, and the whole assembly, at the 
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and they said,(3) “Our 
father died in the wilderness. He was not one of the 
faction, Korah’s faction, which banded together against 
 but died for his own sin; and he has left no sons.(4) ,ה'
Let not our father’s name be lost to his clan just because 
he had no son! Give us a holding among our father’s 
kinsmen!”(5) Moses brought their case before 'ה.

Amos Oz, from Dear Zealots and How to Cure a Fanatic
As the questions grow harder and more complicated, people yearn for simpler answers, one-sentence answers, 
answers that point unhesitatingly to a culprit who can be blamed for all our suffering, answers that promise that if 
we only eradicate the villains, all our troubles will vanish.

…Contending with fanaticism does not mean destroying all fanatics, but instead cautiously handling the little 
fanatic who hides… inside each of our souls. It means ridiculing… our own convictions… being curious, and trying… 
to peek… at the reality viewed from that window.

…I'm not preaching complete moral relativism, certainly not. I'm trying to enhance our ability to imagine each 
other... On the most everyday level, to just imagine each other.
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