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Everything's Breaking. Can It Be Fixed?
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Parashat Lekh Lekha 5786

1 Genesis 13:5-6

(5) Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and
tents, (6) so that the land could not support them staying
together; for their possessions were so great that they could
not remain together.

2 Radak on Genesis 13:6:2-3

(2) > nawd, for there was not enough grazing land to
support their herds as well as those of the other inhabitants
of the land. (3) 7°11 *3, for the possessions of Avram and Lot
together was too great. As a result, a quarrel broke out among
the respective shepherds. Each group of shepherds wanted to
use the same meadows on which to graze their flocks.

3 Haamek Davar on Genesis 13:6:1

..Rather, the reason was that their natures were distant from
one another, and Lot had no companionship with Abram except
from afar. But together — they could not dwell.

And since their possessions were great, they were inevitably
bound to encounter one another, and those encounters became
a burden upon Abram. Nevertheless, Abram did not yet find it
in his heart to tell him to separate — until [later].

4 Genesis 14:17-21

(17) When he returned from defeating Chedorlaomer and the
kings with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the
Valley of Shaveh, which is the Valley of the King. (18) And King
Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was a
priest of God Most High. (19) He blessed him, saying, “Blessed
be Abram of God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. (20)
And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your foes
into your hand.” And [Abram] gave him a tenth of everything.
(21) Then the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the
persons, and take the possessions for yourself.”

5 Or HaChaim on Genesis 14:18:1

2w Ton p7x o092y, And Malki Tzedek the King of Salem, etc.
Our sages (Midrash Aggadah) claim that Malki Tzedek was
identical with Noach's son Shem. The reason that the Torah
interrupts the report of Lot's rescue by reporting Malki
Tzedek's arrival is to contrast his behaviour with that of the
king of Sodom. Whereas Malki Tzedek came with gifts and a
blessing though Abraham had done nothing for him, the king of
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No072 v apm vy Sodom came empty-handed although he owed Abraham a
great debt of gratitude for having saved both his life and his
kingdom. The Torah merely shows the difference between the
behaviour of the wicked and that of the just.

IR RWRI2YY XY AR 6 Ibn Ezra on Genesis 13:6:1

avn 3wy oo, o w2 a7y TOGETHER. Yachdav (together)... can refer to two or to many, as in And
TR, 790 X, (Mo maw) T all the people answered together (yachdav) (Ex. 19:8). This word does
ST MO P, MW not follow the rules of Hebrew grammar. Yachdav is not synonymous
with yachad (together). Yachdav means acting like one person.

Mo wRl2 7 Genesis 22:6
32 prw-by b A%vn oxy-ny oaaxk e (1) (6) Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and put it
AT DI 1297 N2IRHITNR] WRITNR 121N on his son Isaac. He himself took the firestone and the knife;
and the two walked off together.

Welcome to our MEDIUM TENT.

IKAR is not a small tent. Not everyone here agrees—not about God, not about musaf, not even
about bacon maple donuts. We don’t all agree about Israel/ Palestine, nor do we all agree about
tax policy, how to solve the housing crisis, or if the future is in wind or solar. We would all be
very bored if everyone in our community saw the world the same way.

IKAR is also not a big tent. We have not created a space designed to platform every perspective.
Those who advocate violence, those who believe that public shaming and blaming is the way to
achieve social change, those who are so certain they’re right that they’ll denigrate, demean,
dehumanize those who disagree with them... will not find a welcome home here.

IKAR is a medium tent. In a time of callousness and cruelty, we are a home for people who
choose compassion. Amid a rising tide of dehumanization, we are invested in recognizing one
another’s humanity.

We believe that all people deserve to live in peace and in dignity, and are worthy of love. We see
our destiny as tied to the Jewish people- half of whom live here in the diaspora and half in
Israel- and to all humanity. We know that we have a special responsibility to the stranger,
especially the one suffering the most in our midst. That's why nobody’s pain is invisible here.
Even when it is hard to hold all of these commitments, we strive to remember that God gave us
capacious hearts for a reason.

Sometimes it's hard to share a medium tent with people who live at the opposite outer edges.
That’s when we remind ourselves of our shared values, and lean into our grace. We remember
that by choosing humility, curiosity and compassion, we will only grow in moral clarity and
communal resiliency. And both of these are essential to our mission of creating more
interesting Shabbat lunch conversations, and a more just and loving world.
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