The Song and The Star

Jacob Lev Schatz

Our Framework: The Star of Redemption, by Franz Rosenzweig
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Part 1: Experience God

Songs of Redemption: Exodus 14:30-15:1 and Samuel II 22:1
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Thus God delivered Israel that day from the hand of Mitzrayim [...] And Israel saw the great hand
that God wielded against Mitzrayim [...] Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to God. They
said: I will sing to God, who triumphed gloriously; Horse and driver have been hurled into the sea.
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David addressed the words of this song to God, after God had saved him from the hands of all his
enemies and from the hands of Saul.
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Songs of Revelation: Deuteronomy 31:19 and Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 99b
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Therefore, write down this poem and teach it to the people of Israel; put it in their mouths, in order
that this poem may be My witness against the people of Israel.
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Sing every day, sing every day. Rav Yitzhak bar Avudimi says: From what verse is this derived? It is
as 1t 18 stated: ““I'he hunger of the laborer labors for him; for his mouth presses upon him” (Proverbs
16:26). He labors in Torah in this place, this world, and his Torah labors for him in another place,
the World to Come.

Songs of Creation: Likutei Moharan, Part 1 64:5, and Part 2 63:1
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It is found that every wisdom, commensurate with its aspect and level, has its song and
melody that pertains and is particular to it. The same is true for each and every level. The
aspect of wisdom of a higher level has a more exalted song and melody commensurate with its level.
And likewise higher and higher, until the starting point of the creation, which is the inception of
Atzilut. There is nothing higher than it.
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Know that each and every shepherd has their own special melody, according to the grasses and
specific location where they graze. [...] For each and every grass has a song which it sings
[...] And from the grass’s song, the shepherd’s melody is created [...] And since the shepherd
knows the melody, they instill the grasses with energy, so the animals have food.
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Part 2: Flip the Script!

Songs of Relationship: Kedushat Levi, Exodus, Beshalach 17
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“Then Moses and the Children of Israel sang this song etc.” First we must understand that the
essence of joy is located in the heart; But then what need is there to express these feelings verbally? The

reason is that joy in one’s heart would be cut short sooner or later, but when a person gives
verbal expression in the moment of joy, the joy is given life and multiplies more and more.

So too, with the People of Israel, when the Sea was split before them, they wanted to increase the
joy, and to share that joy with their Creator, a joy that would not end. For this reason, they
entered the verbal realm, and the heavenly beings sang to God, in order to multiply the joy.

Songs of Faith: Mekhilta De’Rabbi Yishmael, BeShalah and Likuter Moharan 1 64:5

LRIV AP TR, WIPT 00 DY AN INK 12WAY 07197 31 RY 0 307 MInK 1711 X
7.9 DRI PWD DR PRIW? 2123 TWh W2 IR 72V AWHI 22 00K (R,10-RP, T NIHY)

Faith in God 1s so important that, on the merit of faith, the Divine Spirit rested upon the people
and they sang, as it says (Exodus 14:31-15:1): “And they believed in God and in Moses...”
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Certainly there 1s an aspect of wisdom there as well, however it is impossible to know and
comprehend the wisdom of the Light of Ein Sof. This 1s because Fin Sof1s God, and God’s wisdom 1s
altogether incomprehensible. In that place there is only the aspect of faith; that we believe in
God, that God’s Infinite Light encircles all worlds and surrounds everything. And faith, too, has a
song and a melody particular to faith [...] that song, too, is higher than all the melodies

and songs in the world that pertain to every wisdom and faith.
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Songs of Service: Talmud Arakhin 11a

Rav Mattana said that the requirement to accompany Temple offerings with song is derived from here:
“Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joyfulness, and with goodness of heart”
(Deuteronomy 28:47). What is this service of God that is performed with joyfulness and with

goodness of heart? You must concede that this refers to song.

Songs of Redemption: Talmud Chullin 91b
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The ministering angels do not recite their song above until [the Jewish] people sing below,
as 1t 1s stated: “When the morning stars sang together” (Job 38:7), referring to humanity; and only then

does the verse state: “And all the children of God sang for joy.”

Songs of Justice: Likutei Moharan 64:5, Proverbs 29:6, and Psalms 33
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Now, the only one who merits the aspect of the melody of this exalted faith is the tzaddik of the
generation, who is the aspect of Moshe. He is on this level of faith [...] Therefore, by means of the
melody of the tzaddik, who is the aspect of Moshe, as explained above, all the souls who succumbed
to this heresy of the Vacated Space ascend and emerge.
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An evil person’s offenses are a self-made trap, but a righteous person sings out joyously.
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Sing forth, O you righteous, to GOD; it 1s fitting that the upright offer praise.
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