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The Song and The Star 
Jacob Lev Schatz 

 
 

Our Framework: The Star of Redemption, by Franz Rosenzweig 

 
 
 

Part 1: Experience God 
 

Songs of Redemption: Exodus 14:30-15:1 and Samuel II 22:1 

  ]...[ םיִרַצְמִבְּ ״ה השָׂעָ רשֶׁאֲ הלָדֹגְּהַ דיָּהַ־תאֶ לאֵרָשְׂיִ ארְיַּוַ ]...[ םיִרָצְמִ דיַּמִ לאֵרָשְׂיִ־תאֶ אוּההַ םוֹיּבַּ ״ה עשַׁוֹיּוַ
 ׃םיָּבַ המָרָ וֹבכְרֹוְ סוּס     האָגָּ האֹגָ־יכִּ ״הלַ הרָישִׁאָ     רמֹאלֵ וּרמְאיֹּוַ ״הלַ תאזֹּהַ הרָישִּׁהַ־תאֶ לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְוּ השֶׁמֹ־רישִׁיָ זאָ

Thus God delivered Israel that day from the hand of Mitzrayim […] And Israel saw the great hand 
that God wielded against Mitzrayim […] Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to God. They 
said: I will sing to God, who triumphed gloriously; Horse and driver have been hurled into the sea. 

          ׃לוּאשָׁ ףכַּמִוּ ויבָיְאֹ־לכׇּ ףכַּמִ וֹתאֹ ״ה ליצִּהִ םוֹיבְּ  תאזֹּהַ הרָישִּׁהַ ירֵבְדִּ־תאֶ ״הלַ דוִדָּ רבֵּדַיְוַ

David addressed the words of this song to God, after God had saved him from the hands of all his 
enemies and from the hands of Saul. 
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Songs of Revelation: Deuteronomy 31:19 and Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 99b 

 ינֵבְבִּ דעֵלְ תאזֹּהַ הרָישִּׁהַ ילִּ־היֶהְתִּֽ ןעַמַלְ םהֶיפִבְּ הּמָישִׂ לאֵרָשְׂיִ־ינֵבְּ־תאֶ הּדָמְּלַוְ תאזֹּהַ הרָישִּׁהַ־תאֶ םכֶלָ וּבתְכִּ התָּעַוְ
 ׃לאֵֽרָשְׂיִ

Therefore, write down this poem and teach it to the people of Israel; put it in their mouths, in order 
that this poem may be My witness against the people of Israel. 

 וילָעָ ףכַאָ יכִּ וֹלּ הלָמְעָ למֵעָ שׁפֶנֶ״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ?ארָקְ יאמַ :ימִידִוּבאֲ רבַּ קחָצְיִ ברַ רמַאָ .םוֹי לכׇבְּ רמֵּזַ ,םוֹי לכׇבְּ רמֵּזַ
 .רחֵאַ םוֹקמָבְּ וֹל תלֶמֶוֹע וֹתרָוֹתוְ ,הזֶ םוֹקמְבִּ למֵעָ אוּה .״וּהיפִּ

Sing every day, sing every day. Rav Yitzḥak bar Avudimi says: From what verse is this derived? It is 
as it is stated: “The hunger of the laborer labors for him; for his mouth presses upon him” (Proverbs 
16:26). He labors in Torah in this place, this world, and his Torah labors for him in another place, 
the World to Come. 

 
 
 

Songs of Creation: Likutei Moharan, Part 1 64:5, and Part 2 63:1 

 יכִּ ,הגָרֵדְמַלְ הגָרֵדְמַּמִ ןכֵוְ .וילָאֵ דחָֻימְוּ `יָּשַּׁהַ ןוּגּנִוְ רמֶזֶ הּלָ שׁיֵ ןכֵּ ,הּתָגָרֵדְמַוּ הּתָנָיחִבְּ יפִלְ המָכְחָוְ המָכְחָ לכָּ ,אצָמְנִ
 תישִׁארֵ דעַ הלָעְמַ הלָעְמַלְ ןכֵוְ .הּתָנָיחִבְּ יפִלְ ןוֹילְעֶ רתֵוֹי ןוּגּנִוְ רמֶזֶ הּלָ שׁיֵ ,הנָוֹילְעֶ רתֵוֹיּהַ הגָרֵדְמַּבַּשֶׁ המָכְחָהַ תנַיחִבְּ
   […]הנָּמֶּמִ הלָעְמַלְ ןיאֵ םשָׁוְ ,תוּליצִאֲהָ תלַיחִתְּ איהִשֶׁ האָירִבְּהַ תדַּקֻנְ

It is found that every wisdom, commensurate with its aspect and level, has its song and 
melody that pertains and is particular to it. The same is true for each and every level. The 
aspect of wisdom of a higher level has a more exalted song and melody commensurate with its level. 
And likewise higher and higher, until the starting point of the creation, which is the inception of 
Atzilut. There is nothing higher than it. 

 םוֹקמָּהַוְ םיבִשָׂעֲהָ יפִלְוּ […] םשָׁ העֶוֹר אוּהשֶׁ םוֹקמָּהַ יפִלְוּ םיבִשָׂעֲהָ יפִלְ דחָֻימְ ןוּגּנִ וֹל שׁיֵ העֶוֹרוְ העֶוֹר לכָ יכִּ ,עדַּ יכִּ
 .העֶוֹרהָ לשֶׁ ןוּגּנִ השֶׂעֲנַ םיבִשָׂעֲהָ תרַישִּׁמִוּ […] ,רמֵוֹאשֶׁ הרָישִׁ וֹל שׁיֵ בשֶׂעֵוָ בשֶׂעֵ לכָ יכִּ .ןוּגּנִ וֹל שׁיֵ ןכֵּ ,םשָׁ העֶוֹרשֶׁ

  .לכֹאֱלֶ תוֹמהֵבְּלַ שׁיֵ יזַאֲוַ ,םיבִשָׂעֲהָב חַכ ןתֵוֹנ אוּה הזֶ־ידֵיְ־לעַ ,ןוּגּנִּהַ עַדֵוֹי העֶוֹרהָשֶׁ ידֵיְ־לעַוְ […]

Know that each and every shepherd has their own special melody, according to the grasses and 
specific location where they graze. […] For each and every grass has a song which it sings 
[…] And from the grass’s song, the shepherd’s melody is created […] And since the shepherd 
knows the melody, they instill the grasses with energy, so the animals have food. 

 



Pesaḥ 5786 jacob@ikar.org 3 

Part 2: Flip the Script! 
 
Songs of Relationship: Kedushat Levi, Exodus, Beshalach 17 

 םדאהשכ לבא ,רתויל וא העשל תקספנ התיה בלבש החמשהד .)א ,וט תומש( ״וכו לארשי ינבו השמ רישי זא
 וצר םהינפל םיה ערקנשכ לארשי ינב םע ןכלו .רתויו רתוי הברתנו תלעפתמ החמשה ותחמש תעב םירוביד רבדמ
 ידכב םילא ינב ול וררושו רובידה רדגל וסנכנ ןכ לע ,קיספהל אלשו םארוב םע עשעתשהלו החמשה תוברהל
  .גונעתה תוברהל

“Then Moses and the Children of Israel sang this song etc.” First we must understand that the 
essence of joy is located in the heart; But then what need is there to express these feelings verbally? The 
reason is that joy in one’s heart would be cut short sooner or later, but when a person gives 
verbal expression in the moment of joy, the joy is given life and multiplies more and more. 

So too, with the People of Israel, when the Sea was split before them, they wanted to increase the 
joy, and to share that joy with their Creator, a joy that would not end. For this reason, they 
entered the verbal realm, and the heavenly beings sang to God, in order to multiply the joy. 

 
 
 
 
Songs of Faith: Mekhilta De’Rabbi Yishmael, BeShalaḥ and Likutei Moharan I 64:5 

 :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,הרָישִׁ וּרמְאָוְ ,שׁדֶקֹּהַ חַוּר םהֶילֵעֲ התָרְשָׁ הנָוּמאֱ רכַשְׂבִּשֶׁ ,םלָוֹעהָ היָהָוְ רמַאָשֶׁ ימִ ינֵפְלִ הנָמָאֲ הלָוֹדגְּ ,אהָ
 ."יילַ תאזֹּהַ הרָישִּׁהַ תאֶ לאֵרָשְׂיִ ינֵבְוּ השֶׁמֹ רישִׁיָ זאָ .וֹדּבְעַ השֶׁמֹבְוּ ייבַּ וּנימִאֲיַּוַ" )א,וט-אל,די תומש(

Faith in God is so important that, on the merit of faith, the Divine Spirit rested upon the people 
and they sang, as it says (Exodus 14:31-15:1): “And they believed in God and in Moses…” 

 ףוֹס ןיאֵ יכִּ ,הּתָוֹא גישִּׂהַלְוּ עדַילֵ רשָׁפְאֶ יאִ ,ףוֹס ןיאֵ רוֹאבְּ םשָׁ שׁיֵּשֶׁ המָכְחָהַ `אַ ,המָכְחָ תנַיחִבְּ שׁיֵ םשָׁ םגַּ יאדַוַבְּוּ
 וֹרוֹאשֶׁ ,`רַבָּתְיִ וֹבּ םינִימִאֲמַּשֶׁ ,הנָוּמאֱ תנַיחִבְּ קרַ םשָׁ ןיאֵוְ ,ללָכְּ גישִּׂהַלְ רשָׁפְאֶ יאִ וֹתמָכְחָוְ ,וֹמצְעַבְּ `רַבָּתְיִ םשֵּׁהַ אוּה
 ןכֵּ םגַּ אוּה רמֶזֶּהַ וֹתוֹא ]...[ הנָוּמאֱלֶ דחָֻימְהַ ןוּגּנִוְ רמֶזֶ ןכֵּ םגַּ הּלָ שׁיֵ הנָוּמאֱוֶ .לכֹּהַ ףיקִּמַוּ ןימִלְעָ לכָּ בבֵּסַמְ ףוֹס ןיאֵהָ
 םלָוֹעבָּשֶׁ תוֹרימִזְוּ תוֹניגִנְּהַ לכָּמִ הלָעְמַלְ

Certainly there is an aspect of wisdom there as well, however it is impossible to know and 
comprehend the wisdom of the Light of Ein Sof. This is because Ein Sof is God, and God’s wisdom is 
altogether incomprehensible. In that place there is only the aspect of faith; that we believe in 
God, that God’s Infinite Light encircles all worlds and surrounds everything. And faith, too, has a 
song and a melody particular to faith […] that song, too, is higher than all the melodies 
and songs in the world that pertain to every wisdom and faith. 
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Songs of Service: Talmud Arakhin 11a 

 החָמְשִׂבְּשֶׁ הדָוֹבעֲ איהִ וֹזיאֵ ,״בבָלֵ בוּטבְוּ החָמְשִׂבְּ mיהkֶאֱ ׳ה תאֶ תָּדְבַעָ אk רשֶׁאֲ תחַתַּ״ :אכָהָמֵ רמַאָ הנָתְמַ ברַ
 .הרָישִׁ הזֹ :רמֵוֹא יוֵהֱ ?בבָלֵ בוּטבְוּ

Rav Mattana said that the requirement to accompany Temple offerings with song is derived from here: 
“Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joyfulness, and with goodness of heart” 
(Deuteronomy 28:47). What is this service of God that is performed with joyfulness and with 
goodness of heart? You must concede that this refers to song. 

 
 
 
Songs of Redemption: Talmud Chullin 91b 

 רדַהֲוַ ,״רקֶבֹ יבֵכְוֹכּ דחַיַ ןרׇבְּ״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,הטָּמַלְ לאֵרָשְׂיִ וּרמְאיֹּשֶׁ דעַ ,הלָעְמַלְ הרָישִׁ םירִמְוֹא תרֵשָּׁהַ יכֵאֲלְמַ ןיאֵוְ
  .״םיהkִאֱ ינֵבְּ לכׇּ וּעירִיָּוַ״

The ministering angels do not recite their song above until [the Jewish] people sing below, 
as it is stated: “When the morning stars sang together” (Job 38:7), referring to humanity; and only then 
does the verse state: “And all the children of God sang for joy.” 

 
 
 
Songs of Justice: Likutei Moharan 64:5, Proverbs 29:6, and Psalms 33  

 תגַרֵדְמַבְּ אוּהשֶׁ ,השֶׁמֹ תנַיחִבְּ אוּהשֶׁ רוֹדּהַ קידִּצַ םאִ יכִּ הכֶּזְיִּשֶׁ ימִ ןיאֵ ,תאזֹּהַ הנָוֹילְעֶהָ הנָוּמאֱ לשֶׁ רמֶזֶ תנַיחִבְלִוְ
 תוֹמשָׁנְּהַ לכָּ םיאִצְוֹיוְ םילִוֹע הזֶ ידֵיְ לעַ ,ל"נַּכַּ השֶׁמֹ תוֹניחִבְּ אוּהשֶׁ ,קידִּצַּהַ לשֶׁ ןוּגּנִ ידֵיְ לעַ ןכֵּ לעַוְ ]...[ וֹז הנָוּמאֱ
 ... יוּנפָּהַ ללָחָ לשֶׁ תאֹזּהַ תוּסרְוֹקיפִּאֶהָ `וֹתבְּ וּלפְנָּשֶׁ

Now, the only one who merits the aspect of the melody of this exalted faith is the tzaddik of the 
generation, who is the aspect of Moshe. He is on this level of faith […] Therefore, by means of the 
melody of the tzaddik, who is the aspect of Moshe, as explained above, all the souls who succumbed 
to this heresy of the Vacated Space ascend and emerge. 

  ׃חַמֵשָׂוְ ןוּריָ קידִּצַוְ שׁקֵוֹמ ערָ שׁיאִ עשַׁפֶבְּ

An evil person’s offenses are a self-made trap, but a righteous person sings out joyously. 

  ׃הלָּהִתְ הוָאנָ םירִשָׁיְלַ ״הבַּ םיקִידִּצַ וּננְּרַ

Sing forth, O you righteous, to GOD; it is fitting that the upright offer praise. 
 


