
Parashat Bo 5780: YOU ARE WHAT YOU DO

Exodus 11:4-7

 ¼m¦i ©x §v ¦n u ¤x́ ¤̀ §A ‹xŸek §AÎlM̈ z´¥nE :m¦i «̈x §v ¦n KŸe¬z §A ̀¥vŸei i¬¦p£̀  dl̈§i ½©N ©d z´Ÿv£g ©M d®̈ed§i x´©n ῭  d ŸM d ½¤WŸn x ¤n ´̀ŸI ©eŸe ½̀ §q ¦MÎl©r á ¥WŸI ©d ÆdŸr §x©R xŸe³k §A ¦n
m¦i®̈g¥xd̈ x ©́g ©̀  x¤W£̀ d ½̈g §t ¦X ©d xŸeḱ §A c µ©rEd Ÿnk̈ §e dz̈½̈i §d¦p `́Ÿl ÆEdÆŸnM̈ x³¤W£̀ m¦i®̈x §v ¦n u ¤x́ ¤̀ Îlk̈ §A d̈lŸc §b d ¬̈wr̈ §v d²̈z§i«̈d §e :d«̈n ¥d §A xŸe¬k §A l Ÿk §e 

:l«¥̀ ẍ §U¦i oi¬¥aE m¦i©x §v ¦n oi¬¥A d½̈ed§i d́¤l §t©i Æx ¤W£̀ oE ½r §c«¥Y Æo ©rÆ ©n§l d®̈n ¥d §AÎc ©r §e Wi¦̀ ¥n§l Ÿe ½pŸW§l Æa¤lÆ¤MÎu ©x¡g«¤i `³Ÿl l À¥̀ ẍ §U¦i í¥p §A | lŸ́k§lE :s «¦qŸz ¬̀Ÿl

Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: Toward midnight I will go forth among the Egyptians, and every
first-born in the land of Egypt shall die, from the first-born of Pharaoh who sits on his throne to the
first-born of the maidservant who is behind the millstones; and all the first-born of the cattle. And
there shall be a loud cry in all the land of Egypt, such as has never been or will ever be again; but not
a dog shall snarl at any of the Israelites, at man or beast—in order that you may know that the
LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.

Exodus 11:3

(q) :m«̈rd̈ i¬¥pi¥r §aE d Ÿr §x ©tÎi «¥c §a ©r i¬¥pi¥r §A m¦i ½©x §v ¦n u ¤x́ ¤̀ §A ÆcŸ̀ §n lŸe ³cB̈ d À¤WŸn Wi ¦̀́ d̈ | ḿ©B m¦i®̈x §v ¦n í¥pi¥r §A m̈rd̈ o¬¥gÎz ¤̀  d²̈ed§i ō ¥Y¦I©e
The LORD disposed the Egyptians favorably toward the people. Moreover, Moses himself was much
esteemed in the land of Egypt, among Pharaoh’s courtiers and among the people.

Rashi on Exodus 11:5

 ;l̈l §k ¦A Eid̈ dg̈ §t ¦X ©d xŸek §A ¦n mi ¦aEW£g©e dŸr §x ©R xŸek §A ¦n mi ¦zEg §R ©d lM̈ .dgtyd xeka cr drxt xekan?zŸegẗ §X ©d i¥p §A Ewl̈ dÖ̈l §e
:mz̈ẍv̈ §A mi ¦g ¥n §UE m ¤dÄ mi ¦c §A §r ©W §n Eid̈ m ¥d s ©̀ ¤W

FROM THE FIRSTBORN OF PHARAOH UNTO THE FIRSTBORN OF THE HANDMAID — All who were of
less importance than the firstborn of Pharaoh and of more importance than the firstborn of the
handmaid are included in this description. And why were the sons of the handmaids stricken?
Because they, too, treated them (the Israelites) as slaves and rejoiced at their misery (Midrash
Tanchuma, Bo 7).

Exodus 10:7

d¬¤f ḑ¤i §d¦i Æi ©zn̈Îc ©r ei À̈l ¥̀  d ¹Ÿr §x ©t i ¥̧c §a ©r ÁEx §n Ÿ̀I ©e
E c §a ©r«©i §e mi ½¦Wp̈£̀´̈dÎz ¤̀  Æg©N ©W W ½¥wŸen§l ÆEpÆ̈l

d̈c §a ῭  i¬¦M r ½©c ¥Y m ¤x´¤h£d m®¤di ¥dŸl¡̀ d́ëd§iÎz ¤̀
:m¦i «̈x §v ¦n

Pharaoh’s ministers said to him,
“How long shall this one be a snare
to us? Let the people go to worship
the LORD their God! Can’t you see
that Egypt is lost?”


